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Annual  Report 

of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


For  the  Year  ending  31st  December,  1947 


To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Sale. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Mrs.  Phillips  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  thirteenth  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  of  the  Municipal  Borough  of  Sale. 

It  is  directed  by  the  Minister  of  Health  that  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  be  prepared  on  the  lines  as  indicated 
in  Circular  170/47. 


SECTION  A 

Statistical  Summary  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area 

-1  - 


Area  .  ....  ....  .  3,628-5  acres 

Population 

Estimated  resident  population  (mid- 1947)  ....  ....  42,680 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  resident  popu¬ 
lation  (mid-1947)  .  ....  ....  ....  42,340 

Houses 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1947)  according 

to  the  rate  books  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  13,163 

Rateable  value 

Rateable  value  of  the  district  (end  of  1947)  ....  ....  £327,821 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ....  ....  ....  £1,336 


Sale  is  an  attractive  municipality,  situated  5^  miles  south-west 
of  the  centre  of  the  City  of  Manchester.  It  is  almost  entirely  residential 
with  a  few  industrial  undertakings.  The  majority  of  its  ratepayers  are 
employed  in  works,  factories,  offices  and  business  houses  in  neigh¬ 
bouring  industrial  areas  such  as  Trafford  Park,  Manchester  and 
Altrincham.  There  is  one  main  shopping  centre  and  several  secondary 
shopping  centres.  There  are  three  large  parks  and  numerous  smaller 
open  spaces  with  facilities  for  recreational  activities.  There  are  two 
golf  courses,  one  on  each  side  of  the  Borough. 
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Vital  Statistics 

Births 

The  number  of  births  registered  in,  and  allocated  to,  the  Borough 
of  Sale  is  789  (406  males  and  383  females).  Still  births  number  19 


(6  males  and  13  females). 

Live  births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  births  .... 

...  391 

366 

757 

Illegitimate  births  .... 

15 

17 

32 

Still  births 

Legitimate  still  births 

6 

13 

19 

Illegitimate  still  births 

0 

0 

0 

representing  a  live  birth  rate  of  18-6  per  1,000  of  the  population  and 
a  still  birth  rate  of  0-44  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

For  1946  these  rates  were  18-0  and  0-60  respectively.  The  illegiti¬ 
mate  births  number  32,  being  4-05  per  cent  of  the  total. 

To  equal  the  birth  rate  of  England  and  Wales,  79  more  babies 
should  have  been  born  in  the  Borough  of  Sale  in  1947. 


Deaths 

The  total  number  of  deaths,  corrected  for  outward  and  inward 
transfer,  is  484  (males  251,  females  233)  representing  a  death  rate 
of  1 1  -  4  per  1,000  of  the  population.  For  1946,  the  death  rate  was  11-6. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  is  25, 
corresponding  to  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  31  per  1,000  live  births. 
Of  these  25  infantile  deaths,  15  are  attributed  to  congenital  debility, 
premature  birth,  malformations,  etc. 


Deaths  due  to  puerperal  causes 

Deaths 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ....  ....  0 

Other  puerperal  causes  ....  0 


Rate  per  1,000 
live  and  still  births 
0-00 
0-00 


Deaths  due  to  tuberculosis  Total 

Respiratory  system  (males  13,  females  6)  ....  ....  19 

Non-respiratory  system  (males  1,  females  1)  ....  ....  2 

Total  number  of  deaths  due  to  tuberculosis  ....  ....  21 

Deaths  due  to  cancer  (males  33,  females  38)....  ....  ....  71 


Deaths  due  to  diarrhoea ,  under  two  years  of  age  (males  5, 
females  2)  .... 

Deaths  due  to  zymotic  diseases 

Measles  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  . 

Scarlet  fever 
Whooping  cough 

Diphtheria  .  ....  ....  ....  . 
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TABLE  I 


BIRTH  RATES,  DEATH  RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY, 
AND  CASE  RATES  FOR  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

IN  THE  YEAR  1947 


England 

and 

Wales 

126 

County 
Boroughs 
and  Great 
Towns, 
including 
London 

148 

Smaller 
Towns 
Resident 
Populations 
25,000  to 
50,000  at 
1931  Census 

Sale 

Rates  per  1,000  Population 

U  L  t  It  Id 

Live 

20-5 

23-3 

22-2 

18  63 

Still  . 

0-50 

0-62 

0-54 

0  44 

Deaths — 

All  causes 

12-0 

13-0 

11-9 

11  43 

Typhoid  and  para-i 

typhoid  fevers 

0-00 

0  ■  00 

0-00 

0  02 

Smallpox 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0  00 

Measles 

0-01 

0-02 

0-02 

0  00 

Scarlet  fever  .... 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0  02 

Whooping  cough 

0-02 

0-03 

0-02 

0  00 

Diphtheria 

0-01 

0-01 

0-01 

0  00 

Influenza 

0-09 

0-09 

0 '08 

0  00 

Notifications — 

Whooping  cough 

2-20 

2-41 

2-02 

1  20 

Scarlet  fever  .... 

1-37 

1-54 

1-37 

0  66 

Diphtheria 

0-13 

0-15 

0-14 

0  04 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

0-05 

0-06 

0-05 

0  00 

Erysipelas 

0-19 

0-21 

0-18 

0  04 

Pneumonia 

0-79 

0-89 

0-68 

0  35 

Measles 

9-41 

913 

9-58 

10  2 

Tvphoid  fever.  .. 

0-01 

0-01 

0-00 

0  00 

Paratyphoid  fever 

0-01 

0-01 

0-01 

0  02 

Rates  per  1,01 

10  Live  Births 

Deaths  under  1  year  of 

age  . 

41 

47 

36 

31 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea 

enteritis  under  2  years 

of  age  .... 

5-8 

8-0 

3-7 

4  5 

6 


TABLE  II 


CLASSIFIED  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


DISEASES 

1( 

147 

M. 

F. 

Typhoid  and  partyphoid  fevers 

1 

_ 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  ....  '.... 

- 

1 

Scarlet  fever 

1 

- 

Whooping  cough 

- 

- 

Diphtheria  .... 

- 

- 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

13 

6 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

1 

1 

Syphilitis  disease 

- 

- 

Influenza 

- 

- 

Measles 

- 

- 

Acute  poliomyelitis  .... 

0 

1 

Acute  infective  encephalitis 

- 

- 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus  in  Males 

1 

- 

Cancer  of  uterus 

— 

3 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

6 

4 

Cancer  of  breast 

0 

7 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

26 

24 

Diabetes 

- 

1 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions 

28 

46 

Heart  disease 

76 

71 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

7 

9 

Bronchitis 

13 

13 

Pneumonia  .... 

6 

8 

Other  respiratory  diseases  .... 

3 

3 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  .... 

4 

1 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years 

5 

2 

Appendicitis 

1 

- 

Other  digestive  diseases 

4 

Nephritis 

5 

8 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis 

- 

- 

Premature  birth 

4 

— 

Congenital  malformations,  birth  injuries,  etc . 

6 

4 

Suicide 

3 

— 

Road  traffic  accidents 

4 

- 

Other  violent  causes 

5 

1 

All  other  causes 

28 

19 

ALL  CAUSES  . 

251 

233 

7 


Cancer  caused  71  deaths  in  1947  and  79  in  1946.  As  each 
succeeding  generation  will  enjoy  a  greater  expectancy  of  life,  cancer 
as  a  cause  of  death  will  be  likely  to  he  more  and  more  prevalent,  unless 
a  cure,  or  better  still  means  for  its  prevention,  be  discovered.  The 
ordinary  citizen  by  this  time  has  become  so  impressed  with  the  dramatic 
results  of  M.  and  B.  drugs  and  penicillin  that  to  him  the  cure  for  cancer 
is,  as  it  were,  just  round  the  corner.  The  best  hope  at  the  moment, 
however,  is  the  earlier  recognition  of  the  disease  which  in  certain 
sites  in  the  body  could  be  eradicated  with  treatment.  Death,  of  course, 
is  a  terminal  event.  It  tells  nothing  of  the  morbidity  that  preceded  it 
and  the  causes  that  led  to  that  morbidity. 

The  social  medicine  of  the  future  will  want  to  know  a  great  deal 
more  of  rheumatism  and  other  disabling  diseases  and  environmental 
conditions  that  predispose  to  them. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY 
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Extract  from  Vital  Statistics  for  1947 


Live  births .  .  789  (M.  406,  F.  383) 

(Legitimate)  ....  ....  ....  ....  757  (M.  391,  F.  366) 

(Illegitimate)  .  32  (M.  15,  F.  17) 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  ....  ....  ....  18-6 

Still  births  (all  legitimate)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  19 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  ....  ....  ....  0-44 

Deaths  .  484  (M.  251,  F.  233) 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  ...  ...  ....  ....  11-43 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  0 

(Headings  of  the  Registrar-General’s  short  list  29  and  30) 

Rate  per  1,000  live 
and  still  births 


No.  29.  Puerperal  sepsis  ....  ....  ....  0-00 

No.  30.  Other  puerperal  causes  ....  ....  0-00 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age: 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ....  ....  31 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births  30 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  births  62 

Deaths  from  cancer  (all  ages)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  71 

Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  0 

Deaths  from  whooping  cough  (all  ages)  ....  ....  ....  ....  0 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ....  ....  ....  7 
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SECTION  B 


General  Provisions  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area 

The  Sale  Borough  Council  is  not  an  authority  under  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Act,  the  services  under  this  Act  being  administered 
by  the  Cheshire  County  Council. 

The  vital  statistics  of  this  report  reveal  the  excellent  results  that 
can  be  achieved  in  maternity  and  infant  welfare  work. 

Laboratory  facilities 

During  the  year  1947,  92  specimens  were  sent  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  report,  36  to  the  Department  of  Bacteriology  and 
Preventive  Medicine  of  the  University  of  Manchester,  and  56  to  the 
laboratory  of  the  Evans  Biological  Institute  at  Runcorn. 

These  were  as  follows: — 

Manchester  Laboratory 

16  throat  swabs  for  diphtheria — all  negative. 

16  throat  swabs  for  haemolytic  streptococci — 2  of  which  proved 
positive. 

1  specimen  for  salmonella  infection  and  dysentery — negative. 

1  specimen  for  typhoid  and  paratyphoid  organisms — negative. 

2  specimens  of  sputum  were  examined  for  tubercle  bacillus — both 
negative. 

Runcorn  Laboratory 

32  throat  swabs  for  diphtheria — 1  of  which  proved  positive. 

21  swabs  for  haemolytic  streptococci — 1  of  which  proved  positive. 

3  swabs  for  Vincent’s  Angina — 1  of  which  proved  positive. 

During  1947,  92  specimens  of  sputum  were  bacteriologically 
examined  for  tubercle  bacillus  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
of  the  County  of  Chester— 18  of  which  were  found  to  be  positive. 

In  1947,  21  reports  were  received  from  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
of  Manchester  in  respect  of  tests  and  bacteriological  content  of  various 
samples  of  milk.  These  reports  are  detailed  in  the  following  table. 
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A  mbulance  facilities 

Two  ambulances  of  the  two-stretcher  type  are  provided  and  main¬ 
tained  by  the  Sale  Corporation.  In  addition  three  vehicles  which  have 
been  converted  for  ambulance  use  are  held  in  reserve  for  ambulance 
purposes.  These  are  a  legacy  from  the  Civil  Defence  Casualty  Services. 
A  new  ambulance  has  been  on  order  for  some  time. 

In  the  course  of  1947,  1,757  journeys  were  made,  the  mileage 
amounting  to  18,734.  In  1947  the  staff  was  composed  of  one  ambulance 
officer,  9  drivers,  4  attendants,  1  cleaner  and  6  part-time  drivers. 

These  ambulances  are  engaged  in  non-infectious  and  accident  cases. 
Infectious  cases  are  removed  by  the  Ambulance  Service  of  the  Monsall 
Fever  Hospital. 

Nursing  in  the  home 

There  are  two  District  Nurses  in  the  Borough,  one  based  on  the 
Sale  and  Brooklands  War  Memorial  Hospital,  and  the  other  on  the 
Ashton-on-Mersey  Hospital  and  Nursing  Home. 


Treatment  centres  and  clinics 

There  is  one  Child  Welfare  Centre  in  the  Borough.  It  is  an  excellent 
building  for  the  purpose.  It  is  administered  by  the  Cheshire  County 
Council  and  provides  for  the  following  services: — 


Infant  Welfare  Centre: 

Toddlers’  Day: 

Ante-natal  Clinic: 

Post-natal  Clinic: 

Immunisation  Clinic 
Minor  Ailments  Clinic: 


Tuesday  and  Thursday  afternoons 
from  2  to  4  p.m. 

Second  Wednesday  in  each  calendar 
month  from  2  to  4  p.m. 

First  and  third  Wednesday  in  each 
calendar  month  from  2  to  4  p.m. 

Fourth  Wednesday  in  each  calendar 
month  from  2  to  4  p.m. 

Every  Friday  morning  from  10.45  a.m. 

Each  school  day  from  9  to  10.30  a.m. 


County  Ophthalmic  Surgeon:  By  appointment.  Usually  about  40 

sessions  per  annum. 


School  Medical  Officer:  Second  Tuesday  morning  of  each 

calendar  month  from  9.30  a.m. 


Artificial  Sunlight:  Monday  and  Thursday  mornings  from 

9  to  12  a.m. 

Massage:  Tuesday  afternoon  and  Friday  morn¬ 

ing. 
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Day  Nursery 

There  is  a  Day  Nursery  in  the  Borough.  It  was  opened  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  1942,  as  a  war-time  nursery  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  From  the 
1st  April,  1946,  it  has  been  administered  by  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Committee  of  the  Cheshire  County  Council.  The  nursery  is 
capable  of  accommodating  50  children  and  is  full  to  capacity  with  a 
long  waiting-list. 

The  housing  development  of  Sale  has  taken  place  in  areas  quite 
a  long  distance  from  the  administrative  centre  of  the  Borough  at  which 
the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  is  located.  For  the  convenience 
of  the  mothers  of  these  areas,  two  more  child  welfare  centres  are  needed, 
one  at  Woodheys  and  one  at  Sale  Moor.  There  is  urgent  need  also 
for  the  establishment  of  a  municipal  maternity  home  in  the  Borough. 
For  several  years  ahead  there  will  still  be  inadequate  housing  accom¬ 
modation  in  the  Borough  with  young  married  couples  living  in  rooms 
or  apartments.  Besides  there  is  an  ever-growing  desire  on  the  part  of 
the  women  of  this  country  to  have  their  babies  in  maternity  homes 
or  maternity  hospitals.  This  is  desirable  from  another  point  of  view. 
It  is  almost  certainly  the  only  way  in  which  the  neo-natal  death  rate 
can  be  tackled  and  reduced  to  the  absolute  minimum. 

Hospitals 

(1)  Isolation 

There  is  no  isolation  hospital  in  Sale.  Cases  of  infectious  disease 
requiring  isolation  are  sent  to  Monsall  Fever  Hospital  belonging  to 
the  Manchester  Corporation. 

(2)  Smallpox 

Arrangements  have  been  made  through  the  North  Cheshire  Joint 
Hospital  Board  for  the  treatment  and  isolation  of  any  smallpox  cases 
in  the  Manchester  Smallpox  Hospital. 

(3)  Maternity 

There  is  no  special  hospital  provided  in  Sale  for  maternity  cases 
or  for  the  treatment  of  children. 

The  Sale  and  Brooklands  War  Memorial  Hospital  has  maternity 
wards  containing  16  beds,  and  also  at  the  Ashton-on-Mersey  Hospital 
and  Nursing  Home  beds  are  provided  for  maternity  cases. 

(4)  Orthopaedic 

An  orthopaedic  clinic  serving  a  wide  area,  including  Sale,  is  held 
at  the  Altrincham  General  Hospital  every  Tuesday  morning  and  is 
conducted  by  a  specialist  in  orthopaedics. 
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SECTION  C 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

Water  supply 

The  water  supply  is  provided  by  the  Corporation  of  Manchester. 
During  1947,  no  complaints  were  received  as  to  the  quality  of  the  water. 
There  are  eight  houses  in  the  Borough  not  provided  with  a  piped 
water  supply.  These  are  of  the  rural  cottage  type. 

Drainage  and  sewage  disposal 

Sale  Corporation  Sewage  Works  are  situated  in  Ashton  at  the 
north-western  boundary  of  the  district.  They  are  of  modern  construc¬ 
tion  having  been  completed  in  1935.  They  deal  with  a  dry  weather 
flow  of  2,000,000  gallons. 

Smoke  abatement 

There  have  been  no  complaints  of  smoke  nuisance  during  the  year. 
In  a  residential  district  such  as  this  the  only  smoke  nuisances  are  from 
the  domestic  chimney. 

Swimming  baths 

There  is  one  public  swimming  bath  in  the  area  with  a  capacity 
of  66,000  gallons.  The  water  is  treated  by  filtration  and  chlorination. 
In  the  same  building  there  are  six  slipper  baths. 

Cemeteries 

There  is  one  cemetery  in  the  district  and  it  occupies  an  area  of 
17  acres. 


Open  spaces  and  pleasure  grounds 

In  the  Borough  there  is  an  area  of  approximately  one  hundred 
acres  of  public  open  spaces. 

I  append  below  a  table  of  open  spaces  provided  in  the  district. 


TABLE  V 


Area  in  acres 


Sale  Park  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  16-14 

Ashton  Recreational  Ground  ....  ....  ..  .  12-68 

Walton  Park  .  12-55 

Clarendon  Crescent  Playing  Fields  ....  ....  ....  ....  12-68 

Altrincham/Sale  Boundary — Brook  Reservations  ....  ..  .  6-16 

Brooklands  Rest  Park  ....  ..  .  ....  ....  ....  1-12 

Carrington  Lane  Open  Space  Site  (appropriate  for  housing 

purposes) .  11-30 

Carrington  Lane  Island  Site  ....  ....  ....  ..  .  0-21 

Cecil  Avenue  Site  (undeveloped)  ....  ..  .  ....  ....  13-39 

Fairy  Lane  ....  ....  ....  ..  .  ....  ....  ....  0-26 

Harley  Road  children’s  playground  ....  ....  ..  .  1-23 

Kelsall  Street  children’s  playground  ....  ....  1-33 

Moor  Nook  (undeveloped)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  13-20 

Northenden  Road  Little  Park  ....  ....  ....  ....  0-62 

North  Parade  Island  Park  ....  ...  ....  .  ..  ....  0-22 

Priory  Gardens  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  .  ..  4-04 

acres  1 07 •  1 3 


I  am  indebted  to  the  Borough  Surveyor  for  the  above  table. 
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Rivers  and  streams 

The  Mersey  and  Irwell  Joint  Committee  deal  with  any  pollutions 
of  the  River  Mersey  which  is  one  of  the  natural  boundaries.  It  has  not 
been  necessary  to  take  any  action  during  the  year. 

Closet  accommodation 

The  whole  of  the  district  except  for  a  few  outlying  farms  and 
cottages,  is  on  the  water-carriage  system. 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  household  refuse  is  dealt  with  by  the 
Health  Department. 

Four  S.D.  freighters,  one  Dennis  and  two  Carrier  Vehicles  are 
used  for  this  work.  Five  vehicles  are  in  regular  service  on  refuse  collec¬ 
tion,  one  is  employed  mainly  on  the  collection  of  pig  food  and  salvage, 
and  the  other  wagon  is  used  as  a  spare. 

All  the  vehicles  are  of  the  low-loading  type  with  sliding  metal 
covers. 

Certain  types  of  trade  refuse  are  delivered  to  the  tip  by  the  traders, 
mainly  from  premises  such  as  greengrocers,  fishmongers,  etc.,  and 
the  tip  is  kept  open  on  Saturday  afternoon  to  receive  such  refuse  in 
order  that  the  shops  may  be  cleaned  up  before  the  week-end. 

TABLE  VI 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  COSTS 


Collection,  with 
depreciation  or 
loan  charges 
included  or 
excluded 

Disposal,  with 
depreciation  or 
loan  charges 
included  or 
excluded 

Total 

Included 

Excluded 

Included 

Excluded 

Included 

Excluded 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Gross  expenditure 

8736 

8736 

1780 

1567 

10516 

10303 

Gross  income 

46 

46 

168 

168 

214 

214 

Net  cost  .... 

8690 

8690 

1612 

1399 

10302 

10089 

UNIT  COSTS 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Net  cost  per  1 ,000 

of  population  ... 

202 

202 

38 

33 

240 

235 

Net  cost  per  1,000 
houses  or  premi¬ 
ses  from  which 

refuse  is  collected 

621 

621 

115 

100 

736 

721 

1C 


Salvage 

During  the  year  1947  salvage  of  waste  material  was  carried  on  and 
a  total  of  £1,958  5s.  8d.  was  realised  as  compared  with  the  period 
ended  31st  December,  1946,  which  amounted  to  £1,994  Os.  2d. 

Additional  sums  of  £64  13s.  8d.  and  £46  6s.  3d.  have  been  paid 
as  a  grant  from  the  Government  for  the  collection  of  paper  and  kitchen 
waste  respectively. 

The  total  weight  of  salvage  collected  since  1939  to  December, 
1947,  is  3,707  tons,  and  the  income  from  the  sale  of  these  materials — 
£17,647  (plus  £224  8s.  3d.  collection  allowance). 


SALVAGE 

January  to  December,  1947 


T. 

c. 

q- 

lb. 

L 

s. 

d. 

Mixed  paper  ....  ....  ..... 

245 

9 

3 

0  . 

...  1568 

18 

7 

Ferrous  metals  .... 

17 

8 

2 

0  . 

32 

4 

5 

Non-ferrous  metals 

1 

15 

1 

10  . 

50 

9 

6 

Rags,  etc. 

12 

2 

2 

25  . 

...  125 

18 

2 

Bottles  and  jars  .... 

2 

16. 

0 

27  . 

9 

12 

5 

Batteries  .... 

6 

2 

0 

1 

12 

6 

Bones 

1 

16 

2 

0 

10 

9 

10 

Rubber 

1 

17 

3 

9 

String 

17 

0 

18 

6 

0 

1 

Kitchen  waste 

92 

12 

2 

0 

...  152 

16 

5 

Total. 

375 

5 

2 

13 

...  £1958 

5 

8 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  five  trailers  were  purchased  and  put 
into  operation  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  salvage.  These  have  proved 
extremely  useful  and  have  greatly  facilitated  the  work. 

Their  use  has  also  put  an  end  to  the  complaints,  often  made  by 
residents  in  the  past,  that  salvage  and  refuse  was  being  mixed  by  the 
Council’s  employees.  As  the  public  is  now  able  to  see  that  proper 
facilities  for  the  reception  of  salvage  are  provided,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  greater  interest  will  be  taken  by  the  householders  and  more  salvage 
should  be  recovered. 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

INSPECTIONS  MADE  DURING  THE  YEAR 

Drainage  inspections 

116 

House  inspections  for  defects,  etc. 

237 

House  inspections  for  infectious  diseases  (including  scabies)  .... 

67 

Re-inspections 

1628 

Rooms  disinfected  after  infectious  diseases 

116 

Workshops  and  factory  inspections 

70 

Shops  Acts  inspections 

34 

Bakehouse  inspections 

9 

Food  and  Drugs  Acts  inspections 

269 

Slaughterhouse  inspections 

12 

Cowsheds  and  dairies  inspections.  .. 

95 

Ice-cream  preparation  premises  inspections 

55 

Vermin  inspections 

28 

Rats  and  mice  inspections 

126 

Schools  visited 

14 

Miscellaneous 

324 

Letters  and  informal  notices 

299 

Statutory  Notices  served  .... 

45 

Complied  with  by  owners 

15 

Work  carried  out  by  local  authority  in  default 

1 

WORK  CARRIED  OUT  DURING 

UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND 

THE  YEAR 

HOUSING  ACTS 

Defective  roofs 

99 

„  gutters  ....  . 

30 

,,  rainwater  fallpipes 

0 

24 

„  soilpipes  .... 

2 

,,  sinks 

3 

,,  sink  waste  pipes.... 

18 

,,  floors 

25 

„  fire  grates 

30 

,,  yard  surfaces 

14 

,,  yard  gates 

6 

,,  washboilers 

4 

,,  plaster 

76 

,,  pointing  to  brickwork  .... 

55 

,,  windows  and  doors 

80 

,,  window  cords  .... 

47 

,,  window  sills 

13 

,,  drains 

33 

,,  water  closets 

11 

,,  pedestals 

U 

,,  closet  cisterns  .... 

21 

„  damp  walls  . 

59 

18 


Defective  closet  seats 
,,  walls 

„  chimneys 

,,  door  steps 

,,  Stairs 

„  hot  water  systems 

,,  water  pipes  repaired 

,,  washbowls  ..✓. 

Watercloset  rebuilt 
Dustbins  renewed  .... 

Stair  handrails  provided  .... 
Dirty  premises  cleansed 
Accumulations  of  refuse  removed 


1 

25 

14 

7 

2 

7 

13 

o 

1 

1275 

4 

2 

3 


Shops  oud  Offices 

Under  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  and  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  shops 
and  offices  where  persons  are  employed  must  he  provided  with  suitable 
sanitary  accommodation. 


Eradication  of  bed  bugs 

(i)  Number  of  council  houses  disinfested  ....  ....  2 

(ii)  Number  of  other  houses  disinfested  ....  ....  13 

The  use  of  D.D.T.  for  eradication  of  vermin  infestations  was 
continued  during  the  year.  In  all  cases  of  bed  bug  infestations  a  com¬ 
plete  cure  was  effected. 

Rats  and  mice 

The  Council  act  as  agents  for  the  County  Council  in  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919,  etc.  The  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector  holds  the  appointment  of  Rodent  Officer,  and  one 
of  the  employees  of  the  Plealth  Department  acts  as  rodent  operative 
under  his  direction.  Non-agricultural  premises  only  are  dealt  with 
by  this  Council.  Agricultural  premises  are  the  responsibility  of  the 
County  Council. 

During  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1948,  6  serious  and  32  minor 
cases  of  rat  infestation,  and  7  cases  of  mice  infestation  were  dealt 
with  by  the  Council  on  behalf  of  the  occupiers. 

The  Council’s  tip  and  sewage  works  are  inspected  regularly  and 
treated  from  time  to  time,  as  necessity  arises.  The  methods  used  in 
the  extermination  are  those  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Food. 
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SECTION  D 


Housing 

At  the  end  of  the  year  under  review  there  is  still  a  considerable 
shortage  of  houses  in  the  Borough  and  a  large  number  are  being 
occupied  by  more  than  one  family. 

The  extent  of  overcrowding  according  to  the  standards  laid  down 
in  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  is  difficult  to  assess.  In  1938  there  were  only 
8  such  cases  in  the  Borough,  but  during  and  since  the  war  this  figure 
has  increased  greatly.  In  many  houses  where  no  statutory  overcrowding 
exists  the  sleeping  arrangements  are  unsatisfactory  due  to  two  or  more 
families  sharing  the  same  dwelling. 

The  carrying  out  of  housing  repairs  remained  difficult  during  1947 
though  perhaps  it  was  a  little  easier  than  in  the  previous  year.  The 
difficulty  of  obtaining  building  materials  and  labour  and  the  present- 
day  costs  of  building  repairs  are  making  property  owners  reluctant 
to  do  anything  other  than  work  which  is  absolutely  essential  and  in 
consequence  deterioration  of  the  older  property  is  taking  place. 

Due  to  the  housing  shortage  there  is  little  opportunity  of  dealing 
with  insanitary  houses  with  the  object  of  demolition,  but  it  is  probable 
that  the  worst  cases  of  these  will  have  to  be  dealt  with  very  soon. 

Housing  statistics 

Total  number  of  new  houses  built  during  the  year  ....  ....  169 

(a)  By  private  enterprise  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  71 

(b)  By  the  Local  Authority .  98 

A.  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year: — 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  the  Public  Health  or  Hous¬ 
ing  Acts)  ....  .  ....  237 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ....  1865 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub¬ 

head  1  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925 
and  1932)  .  27 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ....  27 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ....  .  .  Nil 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ....  237 
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B.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 
notices. 

(a)  Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  228 

C.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year:— 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936: — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 


notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ....  10 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

By  owners  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ....  1 

(b)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  35 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

By  owners  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  13 

By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ....  Nil 
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SECTION  E 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 


Milk  supply 

Only  a  very  small  percentage  of  milk  supplied  in  the  Borough  is 
produced  locally  and  a  large  percentage  of  the  milk  brought  from 
outside  sources  is  either  Pasteurised  or  heat-treated. 


There  are  now  on  the  register  7  producers  and  48  purveyors  of 
milk:  of  these,  +4  have  premises  within  the  district  and  the  remaining 
4  sell  milk  in  the  district  but  their  premises  are  registered  in  other  areas. 

16  are  licensed  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  milk. 

10  are  licensed  to  sell  Pasteurised  milk. 

2  are  licensed  to  produce  Accredited  milk. 


Unsound  food 

The  following  food  has  been  surrendered  during  the  year  as  being 
unfit  for  human  consumption: — 


Beef  . 

Bovine  liver 
Bacon 

Butter  . 

Cheese 

Sugar 

Pork  . 

Lamb 

Oats 

Prunes 

Dates 

Fish 

Ham 

Sausages 

Sweets 

Tinned  fruit 

Tinned  fish 

Tinned  meat 

Tinned  vegetables.... 

Tinned  jam 
Tinned  soup 
Tinned  puddings  .... 

Tinned  meat  and  vegetables 
Salad  dressing  powder 
Dried  egg  .... 

Tinned  condensed  milk  .... 
Tinned  evaporated  milk  .... 

Beetroots,  pickles,  etc . 

Wheat  Hakes 


1070 

lbs. 

20 

lbs. 

1 

lb. 

21* 

lbs. 

28* 

lbs. 

46 

lbs. 

15 

lbs. 

2 

lbs. 

2 

lbs. 

25 

lbs. 

57 

boxes 

24 

stones 

18 

lbs. 

19 

lbs. 

85 

lbs. 

25 

tins 

208 

tins 

115 

tins 

220 

tins 

71 

tins 

16 

tins 

58 

tins 

86 

tins 

7 

packets 

1 

packet 

18 

tins 

247 

tins 

28 

jars 

55 

packets 

Food  and  Drugs  Act ,  1938 

The  following  samples  were  obtained  in  the  Borough  of  Sale 
during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1947.  These  particulars  were 
obtained  from  the  Chief  Inspector,  Weights  and  Measures  Depart¬ 
ment,  Chester,  whose  officers  are  responsible  for  the  administration 
of  the  Act. 


Name  of  sample 

Number 

obtained 

Number  adulterated 

or  not  up  to  standard 

Bacon 

1 

- 

Baking  powder 

2 

Boracic  powder 

1 

Brawn 

1 

— 

Butter 

1 

Cake  (madeira) 

1 

— 

Castor  oil 

1 

— 

Cheese 

1 

Coffee 

1 

Cooking  fat  .... 

1 

— 

Figs — syrup  of 

2 

1 

Fish  pastes  .... 

4 

— 

Fruit  cup  (mineral  drink)  .... 

1 

Glauber’s  salts 

1 

— 

Glycerine,  lemon  and  honey 

1 

— 

Gravy  browning 

1 

— 

“Hamburger” 

1 

— 

Iodine  (tincture) 

1 

— 

Laxative  tablets 

1 

— 

Limeade  ....  ....  ....  .... 

1 

- 

Margarine 

1 

— 

Meat  pastes  .... 

1 

— 

Meat  pies 

1 

— 

Mercury  ointment  .... 

1 

Milk . 

78 

2 

Mustard 

1 

Nerve  pills  .... 

1 

- 

Pepper 

1 

- 

Pink  pills 

1 

— 

Poloney 

1 

Puddings  (black) 

1 

— 

Salad  oil 

1 

— 

Sausages 

3 

- 

Shrimps 

1 

— 

Stuffing  (sage  and  onion)  .... 

1 

- 

Sugar 

1 

- 

Sulphur  and  yeast  tablets  .... 

2 

- 

Sulphur  ointment  .... 

1 

- 

Sulphur  and  lime  tablets  .... 

1 

- 

Vinegar 

1 

- 

Zinc  and  Castor  Oil  Cream 

1 

— 

Total 

126 

3 

The  two  samples  of  milk  reported  against  contained  11-4%  and 
16-9%  of  extraneous  water  respectively.  The  first  sample  was  taken 
from  the  retailer  and  the  second  sample  from  the  farmer  in  the  course 
of  delivery  to  the  said  retailer.  The  farmer  was  prosecuted  and  a 
penalty  imposed. 
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The  sample  of  syrup  of  figs  reported  upon  unfavourably  showed  a 
deficiency  in  chloroform  to  the  extent  of  50%.  Deficiency  was  undoubt¬ 
edly  due  to  the  recognised  volatility  of  chloroform.  The  manufacturer 
was  cautioned. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  all  the  other  samples  were  of  genuine 
quality  the  report  can  be  considered  as  highly  satisfactory. 

Factories  and  workshops 

1.  Inspection  of  factories,  workshops  and  workplaces,  including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector  or  Inspector  of  Nuisances: — 


Premises 

(1) 

Number  of 

Inspections 

(2) 

Written 

notices 

(3) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(4) 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 
Factories  without  mechanical 

47 

6 

- 

power 

Other  premises  under  the  Act 
(including  works  of  building 
and  engineering  construction, 
but  not  including  outworkers’ 

23 

premises).... 

— 

Total 

70 

6 

- 

2.  Defects  found: — 


Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  defects 

Number 

of  defects 
in  respect 
of  which 
Prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 

(5) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  .... 

5 

5 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

- 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3)  .... 

~ 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences — 
Insufficient,  unsuitable  or 
defective 

1 

1 

Not  separate  for  sexes  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  Home  Work 
or  offences  under  the  Sections 
mentioned  in  the  Schedule  to 
the  Ministry  of  Health  (Fac¬ 
tories  and  Workshops  Transfer 
of  Powers)  Orders,  1921,  and 
re-enacted  in  the  Third  Sche¬ 
dule  to  the  Factories  Act,  1937) 

Total 

6 

6 

- 

- 

'24 


SECTION  F 

Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious  and  other  Diseases 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  each  of  the 
diseases  notified  during  the  year,  the  number  sent  to  hospital  and  the 
deaths  from  these  diseases. 


TABLE  VII 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


(other  than  tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1947 


Total 

cases 

notified 

Gases 

admitted  to 
hospital 

Total 

deaths 

Measles 

435 

5 

_ 

Whooping  cough  .... 

51 

- 

- 

Scarlet  fever 

28 

7 

1 

Pneumonia  (primary  or  influenzal) 

15 

★ 

14 

Erysipelas  .... 

2 

1 

- 

Diphtheria  .... 

2 

2 

- 

Dysentery  .... 

1 

1 

- 

Smallpox 

- 

- 

- 

Puerperal  pyrexia  .... 

7 

7 

- 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum  .... 

4 

- 

- 

Poliomyelitis 

6 

6 

1 

Polio-encephalitis  .... 

1 

1 

- 

Totals 

552 

30 

16 

*  Number  of  cases  admitted  to  hospital  unknown;  these  cases  are  admitted 
by  the  general  practitioners  directly  to  hospital. 

There  was  also  1  death  from  cerebro-spinal  fever  and  1  death  from  typhoid 
fever,  but  both  diseases  were  contracted  outside  the  area. 

The  above  table  indicates  that  there  has  been  a  considerable  number 
of  cases  of  measles  and  a  smaller  number  of  cases  of  whooping  cough. 
The  incidence  of  both  diseases  has  shown  a  rise,  general  throughout 
England  and  Wales.  Fortunately  many  of  the  young  children  in  Sale 
enjoy  whatever  degree  of  protection  is  afforded  by  inoculation  with 
whooping  cough  vaccine.  The  figures  tend  to  show  that  it  does  afford 
protection. 

An  epidemic  of  poliomyelitis  swept  through  the  whole  country  in 
the  latter  half  of  1947.  For  a  long  time  the  Borough  of  Sale  escaped 
infection,  although  cases  were  occurring  in  neighbouring  authority 
areas.  In  the  end  infection  did  occur  and  seven  cases  of  confirmed 
poliomyelitis  were  notified  and  all  were  admitted  to  Monsall  Fever 
Hospital.  One  of  the  cases  of  the  disease  in  a  young  woman  proved 
fatal.  Some  of  the  patients  showed  a  severe  degree  of  paralysis,  the 
worst  being  that  of  a  young  married  woman.  This  widely  spread 
epidemic  of  poliomyelitis  in  1947  has  rudely  reminded  us  that  we  are 
still  without  the  means  to  command  its  obedience  to  any  preventive 
measures. 
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TABLE  VIII 

THE  FOLLOWING  TABLE  GIVES  THE  AGE-INCIDENCE  OF 
THE  AFOREMENTIONED  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


Polio¬ 

encephalitis 

1 

- 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

i 

i 

Polio¬ 

myelitis 

1 

1 

<N 

1 

<N 

- 

i 

i 

i 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

i 

i 

1 

i 

i 

i 

- 

i 

- 

Ophthalmia 

neonatorum 

1 

l 

i 

1 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

Measles 

o 

72 

vO 

CO 

y—i 

203 

O 

- 

l 

l 

i 

435 

Whooping 

cough 

CO 

o 

r—* 

CN 

o 

1 

i 

l 

i 

i 

LO 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

i 

i 

- 

- 

<N 

Pneumonia 

l 

I 

i 

<N 

T-H 

1 

(N 

<N 

lO 

CO 

LO 

Diphtheria 

1 

I 

i 

1 

1 

i 

i 

i 

1 

CN 

Scarlet 

fever 

1 

CO 

CO 

CO 

i 

i 

28 

Age 

Periods 

o 

1 

1 

co 

1 

lo 

1 

o 

T— » 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

65  &  over 

Total  ... 
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WARD  DISTRIBUTION  OF  NOTIFIED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Totals 

00 

CN 

in 

<N 

(N 

IT) 

CO 

T-H 

in 

T-H 

\o 

- 

545 

>s 

V 

C/3 

U 

V 

S 

CN 

i 

T-H 

1 

T-H 

co 

T-H 

T-H 

T-H 

1 

T-H 

in 

St.  Marys 

CN 

<N 

- 

1 

1 

37 

CN 

1 

T-H 

l 

in 

N- 

CO 

rh 

St. 

Martins 

vO 

T-H 

i 

1 

CN 

32 

<N 

1 

1 

l 

St.  Johns 

i 

CN 

i 

1 

i 

56 

00 

1 

1 

I 

99 

St.  Pauls 

co 

i 

i 

- 

<N 

59 

co 

1 

T-H 

l 

69 

Sale 

Moor 

<N 

- 

1 

i 

T-H 

ON 

T-H 

1 

1 

l 

LO 

Brook- 

lands 

LO 

T-H 

i 

1 

i 

44 

CN 

1 

T-H 

T-H 

54 

St.  Annes 

N" 

LO 

i 

1 

i 

85 

vO 

1 

CN 

1 

<N 

O 

Scarlet  fever 

Pneumonia 

Diphtheria  .... 

Erysipelas  .... 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum  ... 

Measles 

Whooping  cough  .... 

Dvstentery  .... 

Poliomyelitis 

Polioencephalitis  .... 

Totals 
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Measles 

There  were  435  cases  of  measles  notified  during  the  year  as  com¬ 
pared  with  36  in  1946,  and  giving  a  case  rate  of  10-2  per  thousand 
as  compared  with  0-86  for  1946  and  9-41  for  the  country  as  a  whole. 

Whooping  cough 

There  were  51  cases  of  whooping  cough  notified  during  the  year 
compared  with  69  in  1946,  and  giving  a  rate  per  thousand  of  1-20 
compared  with  1-66  for  1946  and  2-20  for  the  country  as  a  whole. 

Whooping  cough  immunisation 

Immunisation  against  whooping  cough  was  commenced  in  this 
Borough  in  1942. 

During  1942,  335  children  were  treated  and  291  children  during 
1943.  Most  of  these  were  under  one  year  of  age. 

The  vaccine  employed  was  given  in  four  doses  of  1  c.c.  There 
was  a  number  of  children  who  had  some  local  reaction,  but  general 
reactions  were  never  severe,  and  of  approximately  700  children 
who  commenced  treatment  626  completed  it.  In  addition,  about  100 
children  were  immunised  privately. 

The  treatment  was  discontinued  during  1944  and  1945,  but  was 
resumed  in  1946,  174  children  being  immunised,  117  of  these  under 
one  year  of  age. 

The  vaccine  now  employed  is  given  in  two  doses  of  0  -  5  c.c.  and  1  -0 
c.c.,  and  in  1947,  291  children  were  immunised  against  whooping 
cough  and  of  these  218  were  under  one  year  of  age. 

Scarlet  fever 

This  disease  has  been  of  a  mild  character  for  several  years.  The 
policy  was  continued  of  not  admitting  uncomplicated  cases  to  the 
hospital  unless  it  was  rendered  necessary  by  special  circumstances 
such  as  overcrowding  or  lack  of  proper  isolation  facilities. 

There  were  28  cases  notified  and  of  these  7  were  admitted  to 
hospital  The  case  rate  for  1947  is  0-66  as  compared  with  1-37  for  the 
country  as  a  whole  and  0-79  for  1946. 

Erysipelas 

Two  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  as  compared  with  7  in  1946. 
This  gives  a  case  rate  of  0-04  per  thousand  as  compared  with  0-16 
for  1946  and  0- 19  for  the  country  as  a  whole. 

Diphtheria 

Two  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year.  This  gives 
a  notification  rate  of  0-04  per  thousand  of  the  population  compared 
with  0-02  for  1946.  The  rate  for  the  country  as  a  whole  was  ()•  13. 
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At  this  point  it  is  interesting  to  recall  the  incidence  of  diphtheria 
in  this  district  since  the  commencement  of  immunisation  at  the  end  of 
1935,  and  a  table  is  submitted  of  the  number  of  cases  notified  and  the 
number  of  deaths  from  this  disease  during  the  12  years  1936  to  1947. 


Diphtheria  incidence  and  mortality 


Year 

Cases  notified 

Deaths 

1936 

109 

12 

1937 

41 

3 

1938 

36 

2 

1939 

19 

- 

1940 

17 

- 

1941 

14 

- 

1942 

11 

1 

1943 

13 

1 

1944 

2 

- 

1945 

1 

- 

1946 

1 

- 

1947 

2 

— 

It  will  he  seen  that  the  incidence  of  diphtheria  has  been  steadily 
reduced  and  has  not  been  subject  to  the  rises  and  falls  of  scarlet  fever. 


Diphtheria  immunisation 

A  weekly  clinic  is  held  on  each  Friday  forenoon  for  the  immunisa¬ 
tion  of  children  against  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough.  The  figures 
below  indicate  that  48-2  per  cent  of  children  under  5  years  of  age  and 
96.2  per  cent  of  those  over  5  years  and  under  15  years  of  age  have  been 
protected  against  diphtheria.  Many  children  have  been  immunised 
privately  and  the  figures  available  do  not  give  an  accurate  assessment 
of  the  immunity  level  in  the  Borough.  There  is  no  obligation  on  the 
general  practioner  to  notify  immunity  inoculation  to  the  Town  Hall 
where  he  obtains  the  prophylactic  material  from  private  sources. 
Compulsory  notification  remunerated  by  fee  would  provide  more 
reliable  figures. 

The  percentage  in  the  second  group  is  highly  satisfactory.  Several 
schools  in  the  Borough  show  100  per  cent  immunisation  figures. 

To  the  medical  mind  the  beneficial  effects  of  diphtheria  immunisa¬ 
tion  have  been  dramatic,  dramatic  in  a  negative  sort  of  way- — no 
diphtheria.  Propaganda  in  all  possible  forms  will  ever  be  needed  to 
remind  the  ordinary  citizen  what  immunisation  has  done,  what  it 
stands  for  and  what  will  certainly  happen  if  parents  become  apathetic 
and  neglectful  in  having  their  children  adequately  protected. 


Number  of  children  who  had  completed  a  full  course 
of  immunisation  at  any  time  up  to  3  k/  December,  1947 


Age 

Number 

Immunised 

Estimated 

Population 

Estimated  %  of  the 
child  population  who 
have  been  immunised 

Under  1 

27 

1 

330 

2 

354 

3460 

48-2% 

3 

474 

4 

483 

5  to  9 

2321  ' 

5120 

96-2% 

10  to  14 

2608 

Total  .... 

6597 

8580 

— 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

There  were  7  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  notified  during  the  year, 
all  of  which  were  admitted  to  hospital. 

Tuberculosis 

There  were  21  deaths  from  tuberculosis  during  the  year,  of  which 
19  were  pulmonary  cases  (13  males  and  6  females)  as  compared  with 
12  deaths  in  1946. 

There  is  a  grave  shortage  of  sanatorium  beds  and  many  people 
who  are  willing  to  receive  treatment  have  to  wait  for  admission. 

The  following  table  shows  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  new  cases 
of  tuberculosis  (including  cases  coming  to  knowledge  other  than  by 
formal  notification),  and  a  similar  distribution  of  deaths  from  tubercu¬ 
losis. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  periods 

Non- 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

Under  1  year 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

-  - 

1  to  5  years 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

5  to  15  years 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

- 

-  - 

15  to  25  years 

7 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

25  to  35  years 

7 

5 

- 

1 

3 

4 

-  - 

35  to  45  years 

2 

4 

2 

- 

4 

1 

“  - 

45  to  55  years 

7 

4 

- 

- 

3 

- 

1 

55  to  65  years 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

65  and  upwards 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

—  — 

Total 

28 

21 

5 

4 

13 

6 

1  1 

Total  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  ....  ....  19 

Notified  after  or  within  3  months  of  death  ....  ....  23-8% 


It  should  be  mentioned  here  that  the  chief  cause  of  the  delay 
of  notification  is  the  reluctance  of  the  patient  to  seek  early  medical 
advice. 


30 


ABSTRACT  OF  ANNUAL  FIGURES  FROM  REGISTER  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  CASES 
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Cancer  and  malignant  disease 

Deaths  from  cancer  and  other  forms  of  malignant  disease  amounted 
to  71,  or  16-2%  of  the  total  deaths. 

There  were  33  deaths  amongst  males  and  38  amongst  females. 

Distribution  of  this  disease  according  to  age  and  sex  and  the 
organs  affected  is  in  the  following  table. 

TABLE  XI 

CANCER  DEATHS  DURING  1947 


Site  of 
Lesion 

Age  and  Sex  Periods 

Tota 

s 

Under 

15 

15- 

-25 

25- 

-35 

35-45 

45- 

-55 

55- 

-65 

65 

o\ 

& 

'er 

Both 

Sexes 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Buccal  cavity  and 

oesophagus 

1 

- 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Larynx,  lungs  and 

bronchi 

3 

- 

2 

1 

5 

2 

10 

3 

13 

Breast 

- 

— 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

— 

- 

- 

4 

- 

6 

6 

Stomach  .... 

2 

- 

3 

3 

5 

3 

8 

Liver  and  gall 

bladder... 

4 

1 

4 

1 

5 

Intestines  and 

Rectum  &  vagina 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

3 

10 

5 

13 

18 

Cervix  and  uterus 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

— 

— 

- 

3 

3 

Ovary 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

2 

- 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

Prostate  and 

bladder... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Other  sites 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

2 

3 

4 

4 

8 

Totals 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

3 

4 

4 

7 

6 

21 

24 

33 

38 

71 

In  concluding  my  report  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  and  appre¬ 
ciation  for  the  help  received  from  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  the 
clerical  staff  of  the  Health  Department. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Mrs.  Phillips  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  REID  DUNCAN, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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